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The Honorable Ray LaHood
Secretary

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SE
Washington, DC 20590-0001

Dear Secretary LaHood:

[ write today to relate a significant transportation challenge that has arisen in Montana due to
flooding along the I-90 corridor, and to request that you apply discretionary federal funds to aid in the
recovery effort. In April, the Federal Highway Administration indicated it would release $319,710,818
from its emergency relief program to 28 states, Puerto Rico and American Samoa to cover costs
associated with repairing roads and bridges damaged by natural disasters. Montana is scheduled to
receive $2,729,610 for damage incurred along US 87/89. But, now, we desperately need more.

As I write this, broad areas of Southeastern Montana are underwater due to the extreme flood
conditions. In all, 21 jurisdictions -- county, tribal and city -- have experienced flooding.
Approximately 50 miles of Interstate 90 are closed off. Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer has
declared a statewide emergency. Approximately 2,000 residents of Lodge Grass, part of the Crow
Indian Reservation, are cut off from the rest of Montana.

For this reason, I ask that you use this opportunity to provide Montana with the assurance of
further emergency relief funding.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or seek additional information.

Sincerely,
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