
TRANSCRIPT FROM FEBRUARY 28, 2012 SENATE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE HEARING TITLED: 
“STRENGTHENING CONSERVATION THROUGH THE 2012 FARM BILL” 
 
Senator Baucus: I’d like your thoughts about which of these conservations programs you think really 
works the best. I assume Equip work pretty well. You’re the first Montanan to get a CSP contract, that 
says a lot for you. How do we make our programs, our conservation programs, work even better so we 
can still produce more?  
 
Carl Mattson: Senator Baucus, thank you. You are correct on the CSP. I was the first in Montana to 
receive a contract, but I received that contract under the 2005 Conservation Security Program and the 
mantra there was: ‘reward the best and motivate the rest.’ And following 7 years of drought , I was 
motivated by the significant dollars involved in the program and for the first time in a long time I was in 
the right place at the right time with the right qualifications to be ready for this program. We took this 
program and although we were involved in a lot of processes we used it to expand each and every thing 
that we did. We further refined our till, we increased our wildlife habitat, we intensified our soil testing 
and expanded our recordkeeping, but most importantly we continue to add GPS facilities to every field 
operation we have. But one of the greatest benefit in that program was my neighbors transitioning to 
CSP. In that point in time the whole idea of motivation worked. CSP rewarded me for what I was doing, 
but it motivated 30 or 50 other neighbors of mine to make the switches these sorts of things. 
 
Baucus: So this is actually what it’s doing, “Hey Carl is doing this, and it looks like a good thing.”  
Mattson: Well, more like Carl is doing this, and Carl got paid to do this and it looked like a really good 
thing. Yeah, so they wanted theirs too. Now the program changed, but CSP right now is the program that 
is bringing these conservation practices to use on their working farms. 
 
Baucus: Sage grouse initiative is that working? Is that making sense? My sense is that it is working and 
does make sense, but you’re on the ground, you’re the guy. Whatta ya think? 
 
Mattson: I think it is outstanding. Montana as you know is the birthplace of the Sage Grouse Initiative 
and since that time there are 11 states involved 400 ranchers and the interest has been overwhelming in 
the program as a whole. In two short years we have improved conservation. We’ve reduced bird deaths. 
We have improved beef production. We’ve improved grouse numbers in addition to adding 208,000 for 
easement acres and another 1.3 million acres of grouse friendly grazing management plans. The 
agreement between NRC and FWS is a landmark event and it promises a certain degree of certainty that 
farmers need and ranchers need to proceed. Now what this does, what SGI does is turns a problem into 
an opportunity and encourages cooperation. 


